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                                  Session 6: Political Values
Overview:

· LO 1: Understand the impact of political values

· LO 2: Reflect on the effect of integration and enlargement 

· Skills: 

· Exercise 1: Moving debates
· Exercise 2: Class Discussion

Instructions for Teachers:
· Print: One set of response sheets, single sided; Strongly Disagree, Disagree, Neither Disagree nor Agree, Agree, Strongly Agree [See pages 4-8]
· Read: Instructions for students for Exercise 1

· Read: Discussion topics for Exercise 2 

· Classroom design: If available, a large room without tables/chairs

                              Position sheets above head height on front wall, 2-3ft apart

                              Line students down the middle of the room, facing the NDNA sheet                  

· Suggested timing: Exercise 1: 30 minutes

                             Exercise 2: 10 minutes
· Exercise 1 Note: If smaller room, clear tables/chairs. Sample of student walk and respond

· Exercise 1 Note: After each item, when students have positioned themselves ask a few to explain their opinion or position

· Exercise 1 Note: Allow students the opportunity to reposition on the basis of another’s opinion
· Exercise 2 Note: Teacher moderates a class discussion on any of the suggested topics, or another topic
Instructions for Students:

· Line up one behind the other facing the middle Neither Disagree Nor Agree sign

· I am going to read out two set of statement about the EU   

· For each statement, consider your opinion, and then take a step left or right in line with the response that matches your opinion 

· There are no right or wrong answers

· Don’t be concerned with your classmates positions, let your position reflect your opinion    

·  After each item, I will ask a few of you to explain your opinion

· Any of you are free to change your position on hearing another student’s opinion

· Reset to the Neither Disagree Nor Agree position before each statement
Exercise 1: Batch 1 Items
· To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements;

1. People living in different EU member states face similar political problems

2. People living in different EU member states have similar political priorities

3. It is better for the EU if a poor country on the periphery of Europe, such as North Macedonia, is not allowed to join

4. It is right that existing member states can stop a new country joining the European Union, even if has met the political and economic standards to join

5. If an existing member state does not keep to the standards of the EU, other states should be able to kick it out
Exercise 1: Batch 2 Items

· To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statement;

1. It is good that Irish citizens can live, work, and study anywhere in the EU

2. It is good for Ireland that citizens from other EU member states can live, work, and study in Ireland 

3. It would be better if more coordination of environmental policy took place at EU level rather than national level 

4. It would be better if more coordination of agricultural policy took place at EU level rather than national level 

5. It would be better if more coordination of defence policy took place at EU level rather than national level, even if it led to an EU army

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Exercise 2 Discussion Topics
1. Is answering Neither Disagree nor Agree the same as having no opinion?

2. What will influence EU priorities in the next decade?

3. Why does the EU not have an army?

4. Does Ireland’s voice count in the EU? 
5. Should Ireland remain in or leave the EU?
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