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ACTIVITY 2
Is sharing sovereignty an effective way for a group of countries to make decisions?
Step 1:
Split the class into groups of five students. Give each group the assertions below. Create two lines, one in favour of shared sovereignty for decision-making in the EU and one against. Please let the students decide to stand elsewhere than those two lines, e.g. if they argue that shared sovereignty is fine for certain areas like food safety but not for military decisions.
Step 2:
You are going to read the following statements and ask students to stand on the YES to shared sovereignty or on the NO to shared sovereignty.
Step 3: 
In the context of addressing the climate change crisis, students are asked to give one reason or example why they chose the side they are on. 
Step 4:
As they hear different reasons or examples, ask your students whether they would stick with their original position. Please let the students decide to stand elsewhere than those two lines, e.g. if they argue that shared sovereignty is fine for certain areas like food safety but not for military decisions.

1. Shared sovereignty encourages countries to listen to each other and understand each other’s position.
2. Shared sovereignty undermines the full control a country has over decisions it wants to make for itself.
3. No country is ever totally free. Shared sovereignty means that countries have no choice but to work together for their mutual benefit.
4. Shared sovereignty creates interdependency and countries can’t decide independently of others what is best for their own people.
5. [bookmark: _Hlk141799954]Shared sovereignty allows for decisions to be taken collectively in areas that countries have decided to share. Not all areas are shared. Taxation remains a national issue in the EU.
6. Shared sovereignty means that countries might have to compromise with other countries in the club, against what people in their own countries want. 
7. [bookmark: _Hlk141800122]Sharing sovereignty creates an environment that promotes peace because each country depends on each other. Peace is in everyone’s interest!
8. Shared sovereignty means that it is very difficult for a country to look after its own people if it is in a different economic situation to other countries in the club. 





Shared sovereignty creates interdependency and countries can’t decide independently of others what is best for their own people.
Shared sovereignty undermines the full control a country has over decisions it wants to make for itself.

Shared sovereignty encourages countries to listen to each other and understand each other’s position.

No country is ever totally free. Shared sovereignty means that countries have no choice but to work together for their mutual benefit.

Shared sovereignty means that it is very difficult for a country to look after its own people if it is in a different economic situation to other countries in the club. 

Shared sovereignty means that countries might have to compromise with other countries in the club, against what people in their own countries want. 

Sharing sovereignty creates an environment that promotes peace because each country depends on each other. Peace is in everyone’s interest!

Shared sovereignty allows for decisions to be taken collectively in areas that countries have decided to share. Not all areas are shared. Taxation remains a national issue in the EU.
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