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                                  Session 6: Media and Polarisation
Overview:

· LO 1: Understand the role and motives of political news creators

· LO 2: Reflect on the effect of consuming polarised news 

· Skills: 

· Exercise 1: News Bulletin Scriptwriting
· Exercise 2: Class Discussion

Instructions for Teachers:
· Print: N/A
· Read: Instructions for students for Exercise 1 

· Read: Discussion topics for Exercise 2 

· Watch: The following short (2 min) video clips and select the most appropriate for Exercise 1
1. Farmers Protest in Belgium (2015) [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfgMVwZM3xg]
2. Protesters at climate demo in Glasgow, Paris, Brussels, Amsterdam and Istanbul (2021) [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NsPfMho4i3s]
3. Protest All Over Europe Against Russia’s Six Month Invasion of Ukraine (2022) [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m1Of614HFiI]
· Classroom design: Position students in groups of 5 

                              Each group has a few sheets of paper and pens

· Suggested timing: Exercise 1: 30 minutes                                               

                             Exercise 2: 10 minutes
· Exercise 1 Note: Nominate a discussion coordinator, and a separate news reader, in each group
· Exercise 1 Note: Assign a style for each group’s script 
· Exercise 1 Note: Play video clip on loop, without showing text, while students are preparing script
· Exercise 2 Note: Teacher moderates a class discussion on any of the suggested topics, or another topic

Instructions for Students:

· You will be working in groups, each group has a coordinator and a newsreader 

· Your task is to write a TV news script for the video clip I will show

· Each group must follow one of the following styles: 

· Educate; where the main aim is to inform the audience, with a moderate tone

· Entertain; where the main aim is to is to amuse the audience, with a funny or humorous tone

· Polarise; where the main aim is to mobilise the audience, with an argumentative or conflict-based tone

Step 1 [10 minutes]

·  Watch the video and select the main topic and elements of your script 

·  Create a mind-map of the main elements of your script

·  Discuss how these elements will be treated in your script

·  Consider what link you could draw to other current affairs to support your story
            Step 2 [10 minutes]

·  The news bulletin should contain the following;

· A catchy title which reflects the tone of your script

· An introduction (broad), main body (focused), and sign-off (broad) 

· A tune or song to play as background music of the bulletin

Step 3 [10 minutes]

·  Ask the newsreader from each group to read their script over the video and background music
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Exercise 2 Discussion Topics
1. Why do news reporters frame an event in a particular way?

2.  What are the effects of reading argumentative or dramatized content about social and political problems?

3.  In social and political problems or conflicts is there usually ‘a good guy’ and ‘a bad guy’?

4. Why do Irish politicians frame international issues and events with local priorities? Is this a good or a bad thing?
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