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Session 1: Conception of the EU
Overview:

· LO 1: Students reflect on their understanding of the EU

· LO2:  Students consider their engagement with the EU
· Exercise: Drawing and Writing   

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Instructions for Teachers:

Print: One Response Sheet per student, double-sided  

Read: Instructions for Students and Discussion Topics 

Read: Information slides 5-7
Classroom design: Seated individually, preferably with space between tables 

                                Each student has a double-sided Response Sheet [See Page 3] or A4 page

Suggested timing:  10 minutes for drawing
                                   5 minutes for writing

                                 25 minutes for discussion and information slides

Note 1: It is important to not prime students with EU information, and try avoid suggesting things which they could draw
Note 2: Use the Discussion Topics however you like; e.g., as an individual, Think-Pair-Share, or group discussion
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Instructions for Students:
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Step 1 Drawing [10 minutes]

· Draw what comes to mind when you think of the European Union 

· There are no right or wrong things to draw

· It is not an art competition, draw in whatever style you want

· This is an individual exercise, let your drawing reflect what comes to your mind 

· You have 10 minutes

Step 2 Writing [5 minutes]

· Please turn over the sheet

· Now describe and explain what you have drawn in your own words 

· Use as many lines as you want. 

· You have 5 minutes.                                           
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Discussion Topics:

1. Did you find it difficult to think of something to draw? Why is that? 

2. What types of things featured in your drawings?

3. Why do you think certain things are common in your drawings?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Information Slides: What Do People Tend To Draw
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Flags:
· Flags are symbols of identity. If your country (nation-state) is an EU member, the EU provides another identity and citizenship for you. EU membership affects the relationship between Ireland and other states, and between you and the Irish state.
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A flag’s design attempts to brand political identity. Do you know the story behind the Republic or Ireland flag? Do you know the story behind the EU flag? People often draw an incorrect number of stars for it.
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In coming days, keep an eye out for the EU symbol (flag or logo) in your locality. When you see it, find out why it is where it is?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Economic things:
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In the 1980s, member states made a single market an EU priority, with the free movement of good. This reduced taxes on trade, standardised the quality of products, and increased competition.

· Free movement has since extended to services, citizens, and capital in the EU. 
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HOWEVER: EU policy is about much more than economy. Member states have given it a significant role in; environmental, social, developmental, educational, research, humanitarian, and foreign policy.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Institutions and Politicians:
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EU institutions create and enforce EU law. Each institution represents a different thing. The European Council and EU Council of Ministers represent member state governments. The European Parliament represents citizens. The European Commission represents the EU. Each institution contains Irish representatives. 

· Ireland elects 13 people to the European Parliament. 5 MEPs represent you in the South constituency. They have very differing economic, environmental and foreign policy ideas. Do you know anything of their recent political views? 
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The Court of Justice of the EU plays a vital role enforcing EU law and resolving disputes. It protects citizen and member state rights which arise from EU law when others try to flout their responsibilities.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Through a drawing, ‘What comes to mind when you think of the European Union’

Now, in your own words, describe and explain what you have drawn
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