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                              Session 4: Online Media
Overview:

· LO 1: Students reflect on the motives of political content
· LO 2: Students consider the effects of content consumption
· Exercise: Content analysis and design
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Instructions for Teachers:

· Print: Mind Map Sheets for groups [See Page 4], single sided 

· Read: Instructions for Students and Discussion Topics 
· Watch: Video clips for analysis
· Classroom design: Position students in groups of 3-5 

                                     Each group has a Mind Map Sheet and blank paper
     Suggested timing: 15 minutes for content analysis and discussion                                              

                                     25 minutes for content design and discussion
·  Note 1: Use the Discussion Topics however you like; e.g., as an individual, Think-Pair-Share, or group discussion 

·  Note 2: When selecting a group coordinator, be mindful that they will briefly present the Mind Map Sheet in the second exercise to the class
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   Instructions for Students I:

Content Analysis
· I am going to play three short YouTube videos from the 2016 referendum campaign on the UK leaving the EU. I want you to watch and listen to each video and consider the following as a group;
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1. NHS: https://youtu.be/1uPFyF0H7X0
2. In-Out Clinic: https://youtu.be/dcdyqiv7Gyg
3. 50million: https://youtu.be/JGKTdR8XxvY
1. What do you think is the main political message of this video?
2. What about the clip is interesting or engaging?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Discussion Topics:
1. Many claims in the videos were over-simplified or exaggerated. Were they still good campaign videos? 
2. In what ways can over-simplified or exaggerated content on social or political issues and events be a problem?
3. What are your conditions for whether online content is good or not?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Instructions for Students II

Design A Referendum Campaign Video
· You will work in groups of 3-5. 

· Here’s the scenario: It’s 2024 and Ireland is in the middle of a referendum campaign. The new party in government Slán Abhaile has kept its election promise to hold a referendum on Ireland’s membership of the EU. Your group has been tasked to design a TikTok video to persuade voters to vote for Ireland to Leave or  Ireland to Remain. 

· I will now assign a Leave or Remain position to each group. 

· I will also select a coordinator in each group.

Step 1 [10 minutes]
As a group, discuss and decide on the following;
1. What is the main plot or storyline of your Tiktok?
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What background image(s) will you include?
3. What characters or items will you include?
4. What text or slogans will you include?
5. What animations will you include?
6. What music or sound effects will you include?
Step 2 [5 minutes]
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Now complete the Group Mind Map Sheet to outline your TikTok design. Start in the middle of the sheet and following the arrows
Step 3 [5 minutes]
· I will now ask each coordinator to briefly describe to the class what is on your Mind Map Sheet 
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reflection Time
1. Your task was to persuade voters. If your task changed from persuade to inform voters, in what ways would you change your content? 

2. What topic was your main storyline about; e.g., economics, society, culture, migration, housing, security, environment? Why do you think that topic impacts voters?

3. In coming days keep an eye out for the topics and angles to stories on European politics which Irish politicians, journalists, or citizens use.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Characters/Items


-_______________________________________


-_______________________________________


-_______________________________________





Background/Images


-_______________________________________


-_______________________________________


-_______________________________________





Text


-_____________________________________


-_____________________________________


-_____________________________________





Music/Sound Effects


-_____________________________________


-_____________________________________


-_____________________________________





Plot/ Storyline


-___________________________________


-___________________________________


-___________________________________








Animations


-_______________________________________


-_______________________________________


-_______________________________________





Slogans


-_______________________________________


-_______________________________________


-_______________________________________
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